In Memory of Laurie Wirt
Auqust 14, 1958 -June 26, 2006

Laurie passed away June 26, 2006 following a kayaking accident on the Cache la
Poudre River in Colorado. She was comforted by her family and dear friends.

She is survived by her husband Kirk Vincent, and siblings Betsy Wirt and Ted Wirt.

Laurie was born on August 14, 1958. She was raised in Boylston, Massachusetts and
studied geology at Amherst College and hydrology at the University of Arizona. She was
passionate about life and loved kayaking, gardening, conservation, skiing, collecting
jadite greenware, and cared deeply about her family and friends.

A memorial service was held in Boulder, Colorado on June 30 at North Boulder Park. A
second memorial service will be held in Arizona at a later date.

Laurie had a particular passion for the Verde River in Arizona. Those wishing to send flowers, or to make a donation,

mi ght consi der <cont r i Bhe NdtunegCoriservahcyg, 1510 e Fost Lawallmeucsbm Arizona,
85719. The Nature Conservancy will use the fund to support the Verde Watershed Association's seminar series, inviting a
number of well-recognized experts to speak on the subject of Ecologically Sustainable Water Management. The basis of
the series will be Laurie's work on determining the hydrologic source and flow of the Verde River.

Laurie's Work with VWA

Over the last several years Laurie Wirt made several presentations to the Verde Watershed Association reporting on her
studies on the Verde River and its headwater springs.

Following her initial report on the spring sources for the Verde River headwaters the VWA submitted a letter to the Arizona
Water Protection Fund supporting Laurie’s grant appli<catic
water movement in the Big and Little Chino Basins. At that time (1999) there were questions about this funding due to the
statutory limitations on the amount of the fund which could be used for research and data collection. The VWA

emphasized the importance of this research, in conjunction with other USGS studies then being initiated, to more

accurately predict the effects of planned and potential ground-water withdrawals on the flow of the Verde

River. Accordingly, the VWA stated that the proposed study was very important to the long term protection of riparian and

aquatic habitat of the upper Verde River

The results of those studies became a major part of the 2005 report, which she completed along with Ed DeWitt and Vicky
Langenheim. [Submitted by Loyd Barnett]

Laurie Wirt's Legacy

2005: Preliminary geophysical framework of the upper and middle Verde River watershed, Yavapai County, Arizona --
Langenheim, Victoria E.; DeWitt, Ed.; Wirt, Laurie
http://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/ofr20051154

2005: Hydrogeologic review of the Drake Cement Project, Yavapai County, Arizona --Wirt, Laurie
http://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/ofr20041439

2005: Geologic framework of aquifer units and ground-water flowpaths, Verde River headwaters, north-central Arizona -
-Edited by Wirt, Laurie; DeWitt, Ed; Langenheim, V. E.
http://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/ofr20041411

2002: Preliminary report on geophysical data in Yavapai County, Arizbaagenheim, Victoria E.; Hoffmann, J. P.;
Blasch, K. W.; DeWitt, Ed; Wirt, Laurie
http://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/ofr02352
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1999: Sources of springs supplying base flow to the Verde River headwaters, Yavapai County, Arizona, Wirt, Laurie;
Hjalmarson, H. W.
http://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/ofr99378

Friends & Colleagues Remember Laurie

We are sad to have lost this friend and colleague in the prime of her productive career, but we are so grateful for her
diligent work and her critical contribution to our understanding of the origin of the ground
water that supplies the Verde headwater springs. d Ed Wolfe, Prescott, AZ, Scientist Emeritus
USGS; Chair Verde River Basin Partnership Technical Advisory
Group

Jane Moore, Laurie and | just had dinner together in Jerome in
May when Laurie was in the Verde Valley. We sat outside at a
table overlooking the entire Verde Valley and enjoyed a
meal together. It was so b $ 20 " awesome, and | so much enjoyed
spending that time with B her, admiring her spunk and obvious
care about the Verde River. It was so much fun being with her and
.= being able to ask questions | like, "Where does the water at
Mormon Pocket come from?" and getting her answers. |
treasure that time we spent together and will always remember it. -- Diane Joens,

Cottonwood City Council Member, Cottonwood, AZ

Laurie's exuberant passion for her work was so apparent to those of us who were
fortunate to get to know her. Her research was not "just a job." | first met her in

Water Advisory Commi ttee and she had just begun her presentations to the
committee on the Upper Verde. | think Laurie truly recognized the unique and
fragile nature of the Verde River through her work. | feel so privileged to have
been able to spend time with her, and was loo king forward to seeing her more
because of her project at Montezuma Well. Her enthusiasm for her projects and

thirst for knowledge was contagious. She was a rare and incredibly dedicated person, and | will treasure the times | spent
with her. Itis a tremendous loss to all of us. She will be greatly missed. --Jane Moore, Vice-Mayor, Jerome, AZ

| think a fitting tribute to Laurie would be to have the Headwater Springs named after her --the Wirt Headwater Springs.
Laurie had early on coined the springs "Big Chino Springs" but that name
< implied a location. We often debated an appropriate name f or the springs and
& through the Verde Yavapai County Water Advisory Committee the springs were
officially named the Headwater Springs. | can't think of anyone who hasstudied
the headwater springs more in an attempt to better understand the hydrologic
system. We all know how passionate she was about her work on the Verde and
this would be a nice legacy. --John Hoffmann, Tucson, AZ,Associate Director,
USGS Arizona Wter Science Center

She really loved the Verde with all her heart.
# And | can't think of a more fitting tribute than to
name the Headwaters Springs after her. They
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were her babies! | am going to miss not only her scientific expertise and collaboration bu t also her friendship. | still am
in shock. --Victoria E. Langenheim, U.S. Geological Survey

Shocking! Tragic! | had just made Laurie's acquaintance. We found we had some friends in common at the U of A. A
fine, bright woman. Damnation, what a tragedy. --keran O'Brien, Village of Oak Creek, AZ

Laurie was an incredible, strong, right -minded individual who worked tirelessly studying hydrologic systems throughout
the U.S. But her love and her best work were devoted to the Verde River. She was always accesible and a terrific aid to
my understanding of the Verde River headwaters and the aquifers that sustain it. | will always count Laurie as a friend and
miss her greatly. She has left an amazing legacy behind in such a short time. The Verde River is blessed as we have all
been blessed, by her courage and passion for this River. Michelle T. Harrington, Rivers Program Director, Center for

Biological Diversity.

It was certainly sad news to hear of Laurie's death. She was a remarkable woman who has left a
legacy of information regarding the Verde River. She stayed at the Bed and Breakfast that | have,
www.littlethumb.net , and referred to me as the gate keeper for the Verde River. On Mother's Day
she was here, lecturing to NAU students, and visiting with two other guests whom she had met on

another visit. Laurie told me that before she went to sleep at night she would so enjoy looking at the
river from her bedroom. Many wonderful memori es | have of her time with me. -- Ann Harrington,
Paulden, AZ

/0

Attached are three photos taken during a May 2003 horseback riding trip of the Upper Verde River
that Laurie Wirt coordinated. Ann Harrington of the Little Thumb
Butte Bed and Breakfast, coordinaed the logistics and horses. Rose
Houk was writing a story on the trip for Arizona Highways, and Mindy Schlimgen -Wilson
was along for the ride as the local Nature Conservancy representative. Laurie had
discovered a new spring source at Muldoon Canyon (picture), the new
scientific discovery of the trip and she was insistent on getting
water samples. The second photo has Laurie's back in the
foreground at a river crossing, with Ann and Rose on the other
side (picture at crossing). Ann (far left), Rose (middle) and
Laurie (on the far right) are on their horses in the third photo.

Laurie was a kind and generous person. She had extreme
passion for a flowing Verde River. Her passion lives on and
continues to inspire many people into the future.

--Mindy Schlimgen-Wilson
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